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UNDERESTIMATED EVEN MORE

As we continue {0 think about aspects of the
Christian faith that are underastimated, both by those
outside the church and sometimes by those inside the
church, we come this montty, for obvious reasons, to the
resurrection.

| remembear a seminary professor from a main-ling
seminary saying that, while he thought the idea of
resumection was of great importance, he did not need for
Jesus to actually been resurrected from the dead for his faith
to be real. | remember this raising ail sorts of questions in
my mind. What did his “need” have to do with whether an
historical event actually took place or not? Since the
resurrection was a victory aver death, i it ditt not really
happen is death just an idea? VWhat if | "noed” the
resurraction for my faith to be reat - does that now mean the
resurrection did happen? Whose “nced” takes precedence?

You see the claimdt the historic Christian faith is
that in real space and time, in real history, Jesus really dicd
on a 6ross, was hongrably buried, and was really, physically
raised from the dead. We certainly needed this to happen,
and it did happen for us, but it took place based on the

sovereignty of God and according to his plan from all eternity

- we can't change that by what we feet we need. Qur feit
needs do not change history, We ought not underestimate
the power of this claim. We are claiming much more than
redigious fiction here - even a very meaningful one. Hwas a
Jesus who was seen by avewitnesses that Paul refers to
when he states that if this resurrection did not take piace our
faith is in vain. Paul was not referring to the “idea” of
resurraction, or t some notion that the teachings of Jesus
weare resurected, but rather 1o a Jesus whoe lived with, ate
with anc faught his followersor 40 days after the
resurrection.

We also must be careful not to underestimate the
resurmraction by thinking of it only in the past. Because the

resurrection happened, our claim is greafer than just an
amazing historical event - as great as that is. We are
claiming Jesus is STILL ALIVE. He lives with God the
Father and connects to Us now by the real prasence of the
Haly Spirit. Some try to deny the resurraction as i it is only
a debate about some ancient event in history. Not only is
that a hard posiion fo take - just read the writings of Gary
Habermas 1o see the protound reasons to believe in the
resurrection - but H misses the point of the present reality of
Jesus which shows him te still be living and working in his
people today. There is mare to this resurrection thing than
meets the eye. The Mew Testament also tells us thatin the
resurrection Jesus was'the first fruits of those who will {aliow
him. As he was raised, we who trust in him will be raised.
To leave out his resurrection is to leave out ocur future hope
for eternal life. If that is the case what message would
Christians have to bring? A faith without real resumectian,
and without real hope that we wili follow in that resurrection,
tas little but ethics fo offer the world. We have done a great

. dissenvice to the Lord of lords if we tum him inta nothing but

an ethical example. Let not the value of Jesus ba
underestmated - HE IS RISEMN.
Soeli Deo Gloria(To God Alone be the Gilory)

Maranatha (Come Quickly Lord) =
Allyn ' 'CTM
y | “\v:;/\_' .

Kittanning Ministerial Association Lenten

Events
Comge ta final Lenten cvents sponsored by the Kidanning
Ministerial Association. Jotn us for the noon meal or the
avening senviceg or both as we experience the Lenten season
together.
The final Lentan Lunch wili be served at nocn followed by a
program to end at 12:50 Aprit 1 ai Grace Preshyierian.
The final Lenten Service will be Wednesday avening at 7:00
April 1 at Comarstoneg Assembly of God. The spaaker will
be Captain Rodney Fowles.

ﬁ' 'Sll



STy
@H&S')EDFOH APRIL 2009

April 5, 2009

i 11:00 AM Palm Sunday, Commurion -
" Sermmon: United To A King

Luke 19:29-40

April 12, 2009

11:00 Al Easter Sunday

Exodus 4:21-23, Luke 24:1-12 _

Sermon: Resurrected To A New Family
Romans 8:15-23

Aprif 18, 2009

11:00 AM Hyrrn sing

Psalm 98, | John 3:1-4

Sermon: The Forgotten Power
Nahum 1:1-8

April 26, 2009

11:00 AM Special Music, Sunday School
isaiah 5:13-24, Romans 10:8-15
Sermaon: God Only Strikes Once
Nahum 1:8-15

i} GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

e
—

qun us Good Friday evening at 7:00 for our Good Friday
Service. We will share together in a Tenebrae service which
consists of the reading of the Scriptures telling us the events
of Good Friday along with the extinguishing of candles as we
think about the Passion of Christ.

EASTER SERVICE

We will have just one Easter service this year at our 11:00 E
hour. Come, join us as we celebrate the resurrection and | o

your adoption into the Kingdom of Ged.

ACOLYTES COUNTERS
5 Noelle Lamons & Ellen Williamson § Scaite
12 Dominic Hoffrman & Hannah Hoffman o 12 Krozely
19 Alyssa Krozely & Theresa Crouse  [iaedl 19 Thomas
26 Kathryn Kohi & Frailey Scaife Wy 26 Bussard
NURSERY USHERS

5 Wesley/Roy Williamson
12 Wesley/Roy Williamson
19 Albright'Dan Wolfe 8

5 Janet McKelvey
12 Natalie Green :
19 Kimberly Yankasky

26 Mert Hellein 26 Albright'Dan Wolie &
SOUND SYSTEM READERS

5 Glenn Krozely 7, 5 Communian
12 John Yankasky 12 Jim Tarnant

19 Sarah Heckert ._%"

19 Greg Lemoens o 2V
26 Rachel Rickettg (o "-"

26 Janessa Muir

HOLY THURSDAY Assoven SEDER

Cn Thursday evening April 9 we will emember the
Last Supper by sharing in & Passover Seder. This will not
be the full meal but will go through the Seder ceremony
{Hebrew and-all) go thal we might be reminded of the
syrmbokic foods and words Lhatl were used in Jesus' day and
are still parl of the Seder. We have not done this for several
years s0, il you missed it lhe last time, be sure 1o jcin us this
firng. Il ig a special thing to share this tradition in a former
synagogue.

We will need a couple of halpers that Thursday
morning o help set the tables and prepare the food trays.
See Pastor Ricketts if you can halp.
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FRIDAY NIGHT CIRCLE
DATE: Thursday, April 16, 2008
MENLU: Salisbury, Mashad Potatoes, Cole Slaw,
Dessent
PROGRAM: dohn Lege, That guy with the birds
RESERVATIONS: Dug by noon, :
_ Monday, April 13th
By calling the church office 724-548-4312.

;ﬂ
“\ CATCH SOME JOY AT JUMONVILLE

Have you thought much about God's desire that you have
joy in your life? We are not doing too welt at this. The world
situation and the burdens of life can overtake us. I is God's
desire that in the midst of all the trials of this life we find joy
and display his joy to the world. Could you use more joy?
Well then, find a way 10 join us at the retreat this May 1-2-3
at Jumonville. You will be glad you did and so wil we. Do
you know somecne who could use some joy at the momennl -
then invite tham to come along - pray about it - if God wants

yau there you ¢an get there. o
2009 PATTON Seholarzbips

The applications for the 2009 Margaret M. Patton
Faundation Scholarships are availabie in the church office. .
We have not heard from the foundation yet, but need to et
applicants get the process started since we need to have the
application back in and compleled by May 7th.

GRADUATING SENIORS

Please let the office know if you are graduating this year so
we can plan for our senior Sunday which will be June 7th.

LENTEN FISH DINNERS
Our last Lenten Fish Dinner will be Friday, April 3 at 4:30-
5:30 PM in the Covenant Center.
M MENU Baked or Friad Fish or Sloppy Joe Sandwich,
Baked potato or Curly Fries, Cole Slaw or

Applesauce, Heoll, Beverage and PIE. $8.00
Lome and eat, bring your farily and friends, Help support
our fund raising efforts to raise finances for our church
programs and missions.

WHAT’S FRIDAY NIGHT CIRCLE?!

= . Many years ago several ladies at our church
renamed their circle. Since many worked, Friday
Hole  nights were their choice. Thus, the former
' Waslyan Guitd became the Friday Night Circle.
White the group no longer meets on Fridays, the circle of
members remains. There are no fxed dues or membership
requirements. Instead yout will find caring, supportive friends,
spiritual suppart, and great feliowstup. While programs may.
be biblically based or informative, the group atways shares
devotions and prays for this ¢hurch and those in need.

Friday Night Circle has a sense of humor, but it also is
a group that serves and supports. Annual donations are
made to First Church, Red Bird Mission, and the Ruth M. .
Smith Center in Erie. The group generously providas gifts for
one or two heedy familias every Christmas and-has helped
to buy Christmas bicycies for children through the Salvation
Army.

Does this sound worthwhile, even fun? Would you like
some new “best friends? -join us! Each month the meeting
date is announeced in the bulletin and newsletter. Don't
worry. It won't be on Friday Night!

Aprl Mceting—
THURSDAY, APRIL 16" You're
12:00 NOON-COVENANT CENTER || Arrpited!

Wa are joining SIFT to enjoy John Lege:
The Guy with the Birds. Make your reservations by Monday,
April 12" by calling the church office.




WINDOWS

Years ago a young lad stood with his father befora the
stained giass windows in one of Bostan's historic chapels.
Depicted in the windows were some of the great saints of the
Christian Church. Probing to see if the lad had learned
anything from the windows, the ¢lder man turned 1o the boy
and said, “Now Son. how would vou describe a saint?” thers
wag a moment of silence and than came the rephy, “WWhy
Saints are men the light shines through.”

Flease continue {0 donats to sur window restoration fund so
that cur light will cantinue to shlne through.

Committae

@/’# Mdﬂiﬁi D.w
LABELS FOR THE ™
CECRUTH M. SMITH CENTER

H you have been saving labels and waiting o tum them in, V
|

. thizs would be a perfect time. We are planning to mail the

anes we have, and would iike ta have a large amount fDr [HE- B

package THANKS 50 MUCH TO EVERYONE!

A JUST A REMINDER

-4 Have you remembered First Chursh in your will?
7 What a powerful way to recognize God's

" goodness in a lasting way.

_,—-"J"'E’l;_'_-" e,
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Remambear to save itemns for the anni._.lai flea mad—::ai as you

spring clean. It will bs held on Saturday, August 29"

Donations will be collected after tha Fotk Faesiival {Plea

¢lothing donations). 2

Our nexl cookie fellowship will be held on Sunday, Apl 25
following worship.

» ANNUAL LADIES SPRING BANQUET

\J Mark yvour calendar now. The |adies banquet will be
L hheld on Saturday, May 16" at 5:30 PM. Stay
ﬂrﬁgj_tuned for details.

| ceafrugy cr.re

Mg&mt MeKelvey,
i well-Known e self-tqught artist ofour ared,
painted the picture of our church displayed at the
front of the Sanctuary by the Century tree probably
sometime in the 1960's. Maggaret was the aunt of our
own Frances MeKelvey. The Amold Crawford
Samily fias loaned us this picture for our Century On
The Corner Celebration! A secomd painting by
Margaret has been located. “Jesus KnocKing At The
]E Door” was painied for her tiece, Frances McKelvey,
| forher children’s Sunday School room. This painting
i on display in the Children’s Library Rpom.
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF OUR CHLURCH BUILDING.




THANKYOU'S SIS
This {5 @ note to Hhank everyone who fad ey
producing our Lenten Devotional booklet. T am sure it toos, & {pt
of planning and werk, Especially thank you to alf those who
shared their faith experiences.
o In Christian Love and Fellouship,
=7 Bonnie Fergusorn

G

To Friends frone the First United Methodist church:

Thank yow for your Kindiess und sympathy during this
difficutt time. ‘The red roses and white carmgtions amangement
were just beautifil Your thoughtfulness was greatly appreciated.

Tl T William Poflerd Family

Dear Friemnds, .

¥ wiould ke to express my sincere gratitude for your Kind
donation of $35.00 and 4 puckges of playing cards t0 the
resideris of Mechfing-Shankley Veterans Center. Your
considerution. of the veterans fiere at the Center is greatly
appreciated. Every donation we receive, byy or small, is move thar
fust a donation. 1t is a resinder to these men that they are cared
for, they are not forgotien, and that they have valie in this
world. s _z Sincerely, Hopeton A Thompson, Thrector

5 :_::

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for allowing the Girl Scouts io use the
Cotvenart Center tis past weekend. You certainty haty a
beautiful space there and it was perfect for our cake-decorating
workshop. Thank you for your kindness.

. Cathii Broum, Erogram manager GSWEA

Sust wnote of thanks to your congregation for the wonderful fish
dinser you prepared during Lent. My family and ] had the
prisilege of receiving complimentary meafs. We came in and dined
and everytiiing was fartasiic. (food, service ¢ music) H1is s @
real treat for us. With & family our size, eativg out ke this are
very few. Thank you again. Mere words can’t express my
gratiturde. - B God Bless you alf

Ao Mrk e Becky Wright and famity

Drear members of First United Methodest Church,
Life Choices wants t0 thank you so very masch for all tie
diapers thut were collected for our chiests. It is such a bessing o
fige churches felp us to share te fove of Jesus with eur moms
arud their babies. Sincerely, Fam Brumbaugh . A
' Office Maragger SRen,

T would [ike to express my gratiinde and Hianks to the members
of First Church for all the cards, phonz calls, prasers & Uisits
after the lose of my onby brother, Leland Tarks of Ridgway. Also,
& wisit frone Fastor Rickets ¢ Kachel expressing tetr
compassion and concern for my tvell-beiryg. _
The Pollard e Parks Famify €

~Jure Follard and her family on the death of her brother,
Lefand Parks. ' _

~Bob Rankey (Mary Anng) and his famify on the death of his
mother, Mabel Hankey. Mabet was the grandmother of
Brenda Buzzinotti {Bob) and Rob Hankey (Sue), the great
grandmother of Joff Hankey and Leslhie Buzzinoifr.

~Carof Wolfe and her family on the daath of her father,

Amold Black.
—




APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2 Matthew Rush 15 Tony Green

3 Jolena Resfer 15 Emily King
4 Jessica Comman 15 Alyssa Krozely
9 Herb Coggon 16 Gracie Kohi

10 Dennis Hoffman 15 Jane Shuttleworih

12 Patty Bruno : 1% Meaghan Volek

12 lsaac Ziefinski  fr>2 22 Gregory “Mac” Toth
13 Bill Hake — 26 Linda Powell

14 Mary Anng Hankey 27 Sally Felton

ANNIVERSARIES
5 Harry “Pat” & Jean Waolle
17 Josh & Karen Ricketlts
19 Leroy & Patricia Snow
22 Meivin & Ruth Dalzell (80 years)

:vtﬁiivvvvtvvvvﬂvvvvvvvvvvivvvbvv:
v 7 MARCH WEDDING v
: 2 Congratulations 1o Derek and Tara Green. .
v Derek and Tara were married at First Church ¥
: 2 “on Saturday, March 21, 2009. Derek is the :
:- g son of Bemie and Audrey Green. :
v v
v v

"'#""‘V"""'ﬂf""' YYVYYVTTewY

BAPTISM

-~ Christian Michael Zier was baptized on Sunday,

t March 15", Christizn was born on Sepiember 10,
2008 to- Grystal Hlanderz and Ryan Zier.

Just for Kids

P~ T HEROES [ -2

Who are some of the “super heroes” you know?
Superman? Wonder Woman? Batman?
The Bible is filled will some very real heroes!

Here are symbols for six Bible heroes. Their names are
scrambled on the symbols. Use the Bible verses given lo help

unsersmbile their names.

{Exodus 313 _ (Judges 4. 3
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