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> CONSTANTLY UNDERESTIMATED

As we continue to think about aspects of the
Christian faith that are underastimated, it is a bit surprising
that the most basic of our beliefs is often underestimated.
The world often seems 1o think that we are merely affirming
the existence of God like gll other theisis. Many seem to
assume that we believe in some general forse bahing ail
things or an ultimate cause of all things, maybe even a spirit
baing that is reaily just our way of explaining what wea cannot
axplain otherwise, Butthe God worshipad by Christians is
much morg specific and much more dynamic than some
general, concapt of a first cause. God is more than what we
find at the end of an argument though | believe the
arguments for God's existence are usefud and interesting;
and | would think that. since there is only one God, the God
they prove to exist is the God of the Bible. Yet this God is
sean as 0o limited by thosse who would deny his existence.

Many in cur culture think of God as only an abstract
idea and do not seen 10 undersland that we are claiming that
lhis God actuzally exists, has being, or more accurately "is”
being: all that is comes from God. And we are alse claiming
that this God's realiby is not uliimately debatable. Based on
Romans 1 we submit that people know in their hearts that
the Gad of the Bibie is real. They may do all they can to
suppress that knowledge, but it is real.

The {God of the Bible is bigger than most people
even imagine. God is not the impersonai force of eastern
mysticism, God is as big as that force, that onenass, in that
Gaod is infinite, unboundead, unlimited, but the God of the
Bible, beyond all that eastern mysticism can imagine, is
personal. God loves, cares, thinks, creates, plans,
communicates, knows beauty and acis on behalf of his
creatures. This personal aspect of Gord is what the Greeks

and the Romans as well as modern Mormons were
atiempting to get to with their finite and numerous gods, But
they missed the awesome vasiness of oneg unigue
unbounded all powerful God who is capable of being the
God of all creation. Their gods are and were too small to
actually make promices like "All things work together for
qgood” since thay are not powerful enough to be sure they
¢an back up such a promise. The God of the Bible faces no
power that can hinder his will or thwart his intenticns. God
speaks and it is so. Now there is a God you can trust.

The world mocks Christians for thinking that God
can gare about their little prayers. "Why, (God has galaxies
and stars, wars and famines, nations and planets to
consider., He does not have time to hear your prayer for
some litfle sickness or minor problem in your insignificant
life. Burt they underestimate what infinite means. Bacause
God is unbounded in all things, God can know you as if no
one else in the world existed and can dedicate the time and
energy to your lite as one of his children as if that were all he
had to do in the universe - just exactly becayse he is
limitless he can carc personally.

These are hard ideas to get into our heads and into
aur lives but they ars the ¢laims of the Christian faith. Most
of the time when people think they are opposing the God of
the Bibie they arz actually opposing 2 god of their own
making. Our God is much greater.

Soli Deo Gloria(To God Alone be the Glory) / /N

Maranatha (Come Quickly Lord)
Allyn

A part of our service on May 17th will be the recognition of
older adults in qur fellawshap and it the semce ofthe _




WORSHIP FOR MAY 2009

May 3, 2009 |
11:00 Al

May 10, 2002, Mothers Day
11:00 AM Communian, Choir
Sermon: A Pool Run Dry, Nahum 2

11:00 AM. Hymn Sing,

Oider Adult Recognition Sunday

Ezekiel 37:21-23, John 15:3-17 .
Sermon: A War of Judgement, Nahurn 3

May 31, 2009 m
1400 AM, Pentecost

GeT AGRIPIN LT

Have you ever had one of those days when someone
thatght they needed to bring you back to reality by saying
“get a grip™? We have placed the following description of our
mission in the newsletter so often we are wondering how
many of us have actually gotten hold of it. This is our
mission - how are you participating in it? Grab hold ard
come along with us as we follow Jesus in the great
commission. Are you helping us to... '

l--Invitz and-chaflenge people to comc to faith.  [EVANGELISM]
C--Celebrate God's presence through powerful worship.

WORSHIP]

May 24, 2009
11:00 AM, Choir
Psalm 1, Titus 3:4-11
Sermon: The Goal is Love,
| Timothy 1:1-11

TH--be Thoroughly equipped for your walk of faih.
' [CHRISTIAN EDUCATION]
U--Uss the gifts God has given you to serve.  {DISCIPLESHIP]

S--Set aside a portion of your personal resources to be returmed 1o
God. [STEWARDSHIP]

| MAY Q‘%

ACOLYTES =S5  COUNTERS

3 Hayley Hoffman & Frailey Scaife 3 Ternent :
10 Dominic & Hannzh Hoffman 10 Stubbs
17 Moelle Lemons & Ellen Williamson 17 Flanders

24 Tim Hellzin & Katie Fox 24 Scaife
31 Alyssa Krocely & Theresa Crouse 31 Thomas
NURSERY USHERS

3 Aldarsgate/Glenn Krozely
10 Aldersqgate/Glenn Krozely
17 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski
24 Asbury/Mary Jo Lipski P
31 Epworth/Bobbi Williamsor ¥

3 Suzanne Hogamier
10 Melissa Fanders | o
17 Sarah Hackent g%
24 Carol Woife™™
21 Matalie Green

SOUND SYSTEM

3 Glenn Krozaely 3 Communion
10 Jalissa Muir 10 Mart Hellein
17 Katia Fox 17 Bili Waters :
24 Greg Lemons 24 Larmy MoKealvay
31 Chris Toy 31 Janessa Muir

JUST A REMINDER

Have you remembered First Church in
=f everpthing  your will? What a powartul way 1o recognize -
d_sbEtia!  God's goodness in a lasting way.
. breath praise
whe LOREL

Fealm 55

Begin Tuesday, May 26"
Monday-Thursday 8:00-12:00

Summer”
Office Hours



SUMMER WORSHIP
We have a special summer coming up.
10:00 AM,
1 Second, from May through Septermber,
is due to the retreat an the first
weekend, the rest of the summar it

IS due to.,.

| Third, as part of our caleheation of *“Century

2 {he mmonth from June through September will
be ouiside. In the spirit of the old camp
meelings of 100 years aga these will be
infurma[ come as you are, services., the

; worsh p lear hopes yau will invite yaur

: nelghhnrs and friends to these outdocr

= sarvicas, aspecially since we are planning

soma spacial musical guesis.

First of all, trom June 711 through Septemberiyg:
&th, our Sunday worship time will be at gy

Communion will be on the SECOND £
SUNDAY of the month. In May this giige

1 an the Corner” worship on the first Sunday of ki ;

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

The last waek of regular Sunday School will be May 31.
Mormally we supply some materials io the childran 1o work
on with their parenis ovar the summer. This year as we
celebrate the 100™ anniversary of our church building. we
afe going o have a photo scavengar hunt instead.  Each
participant will raceiva a small photo aibum (and disposable
camera if needed) and a fist of places or things 1o take
pictures of and write about, that witl help us celebrate our
anniversary. children are working towards their “perfect”
Sunday Attendance pin. they need o participata in this
scavenger hunt. Any others interested in getting the
directions and photo alburn, please see Sus Hankey, Wel
have these albums availablg to look at dunirg the Fall
anniversary celebrations.

oF e : L
On Monday, May 11th Jarrod will be receiving his kidney
transplant at the Mew Children®s Hespital in Lawrenceville
{Pittsburgh). YWe are so blessed and grateful for all of the
cards we have received and prayers. Please continue to
Keep us in your prayers.

' Feace be with you,

The Danka Family
Edward, Tracey, Devon & Jarrod



STAINED GLASS
WINDOW
RESTORATION

The look of the stained glass windows does not
seem to changs as we look at them: from waek to weak. Ag
their age approachas 100 years, liks most things, tha
windows have gradually changad and detarioratad with ags.
Tha aging pracess weakans or braaks the lead joints
causing lhe glass to shift and crack, eventuzlly the window
begins to bow causing more pressure and damage. There
have been ai least four window experls thal have lold us thzl
it is time o give the windows 8 much neadad renovaiion.
Each has recommended tzking the windows out and
rebilding them.

if it has not already, the window in the Vina Streat
sicle of the church will be repiaced with plywood for the
summer while the Willet Hauser Architectural Glass
Company restores the window. This restoration process
mvoives removing the window in sections, packing it in
boxes, and transporting It o a workplace where skilled
workers will return: it to its original condition. A rubbing will be
made of each tayer of the window so 2ach plece of glass can
be clsaned and replacad in the proper spot. Supporting bars
will be recontditioned or replaced. All new lead will be placed
between the pieces of glass including some new pieces to
o broken glass, Painted pieces of glass will be carefully
cieaned and repainted as needad. A sealing compound will
be rubbed into the joints where the lead meets the glass.
The window will once again be cleaned. packed in crates,
and returned to Kittanning to be replaced into the window
frame. The window will once again be abie 1o tell its story
both inside and outside of the church building.

Writtert by Tim Scaife, a member of the Stained Glass
Window Restoration Sommittac.

Fo IR DAL e
s e SRS P

WINDOW RESTORATION COMMITTEE

The Good Shepherd window has now been taken out. In its
place is plywoad painted to match the sanciuary. The
windows will e making the trip 1o Minnésota soon for the
historic restoration process, The Good Shepherd window will
b back by October for our celebration. Meanwhile we are
continuing to accept donations for the Good Samaritan
Window.

. -~ the future of youth ministry. Qur Chrigtian
X B Education team, with all of its new at large

members, will meetat &:00 10 tatk about
Upcoming events and our Sunday School. Then at 7:00
everyone, adults and youth, are invited to come and think
speacifically about eur youth group anc futura vouth menistry--
what to do, when to do it, what ages o invite, leadership.etc.,
atc. :




MAY SIFI‘ LUNCHEON

8" DATE: Thursday. May 21, 2009

[;;ff’ Annual picnic—Details to be announced

o, Environmental Learning Center, Crooked Creek

' RESERYATIONS: Due by noon,
Monday, May 18th

By caliing the church office 724-548-4312.

2009 PATTON SCHOLARSHIPS

The applications for the 2003 Margaret M. Patton
Foundation Scholarships are available in the o=
church office. We have not hegrd from the
foundation yet, but need to et applicants got
the process started since we need t© have the
application back in and completed by May 17th.

GRADUATING SENIORS

Please let the office know if you are graduating
this year so we can plan for our senior Sunday
which will be June 7th.

CANS FOR VBS

In the past maonth {through Aprif 15%) we received
1880 cans for our 2009 Vacation Bible School
collection to help Habitat for Humanity. Qur total
since VES 2008 is 27,048 cans, Thank yous to 2
those who brought in cans. Please continue to save or start
saving aluminum cans for VBS/Habital. All kinds of
aluminum cans—pop, fruit juiee, tea, health drinks and beer
cans. Brop your cans off at the church ramp anytime. Thank
you. The Can Man

- market as you spring clean. It will be heid on [

FRIDAY NIGHT CIRCL

WHEN: May 14" y

~ PROGRAM: Jim & Lynn Ranich

=3 Native Plants of Pennsylvaria
- DEVOTIONS: Joy Lang

—degy HOSTESSES: Bonnie Ferguson,

Jean Wole :

FLEA MARKET

Remember to save items for the annual fiea

Saturday, August 28", Donations will be 2
eollected after the Folk Festival (Please no mﬁg‘mcuéﬁwﬂ{ﬁ

clothing donations).

gesy DINNER REPORT

Durlng the six 2008 Lenten Fish Dinners we served
1581 dinners which was second in numbers to the 1632
dinners served in 1995,

This year as a community outreach project we gave
free dinners to 47 needy people wha were selected by the
Amstrong Community Action Agency.

We thank the 40 different people who came and
worked 1 or more of the dinners and alsn the 31 pie bakers
who supplied 268 pies.

Aftar the expenses were paid, we cleared nearly
$4800 . some of which wilt be used to purchase supplies and
other start up expenses for the Folk Festival, The rest will be
given 1o the Church Finance Committee.

Thanks again to everyane who helped,
Tha Activities Commitiee




Dear Friends,
1 fope you Know Fow muck 1 appreciate 3
t‘fﬂ%ﬁf:ﬁ- and &Pﬂ'ﬁﬂ@ WUNT PTCTETs while I was in the ﬁa_spf tuf,
A special thanks to Pastor RicKetts for its visit at the hRospitall I
aire starting to feel a little stronger finally, Thank_ you again for
Hour thowgtfuiness. Juely Hilty

Your Kind expression of sympatfny and friendsilp will atways
rerain in our nremories. Thank you for your though

The Arnold Black Famiky,

Daz, Carol & Patrick Wolfe

We at the Armstrong County Chapier of the American Red Cross

want to thank all the volunteers who participated in the blvod

- dnve at the First United Methodist Church. Your Gindness and

efforts are trufy appreciated not ondy Iy the Board and Staff of

the Armstrong County Chapter but also by your compruniy.
American Fed Cross @

T Friends from FUMC, . .
Thani_ you for the cards & phone calls. Also, the women's
fellorustip and the Tridumy Night Circle a special Thank You.

L@Q}’& WELCOME OUR NEW

4 ~r) LIBRARIAN
lwl Tha library of Firgt United
: Methodist Church welcomes the

newest librarian! Brenda Buzzinotti
has taken over the {ibrary position from Natalie Green. We
look forward to working with Brenda in the librany.

. First Chiurch Plaques N

1921- A Bronze ‘Plaque was placed cutsitle tie church
| serzveen the main doors on Jefferson Street bearing
the names of our boys in World War I~ 58 blue
stars. .2 of them turned to gold (deceased).

1847- On Fune 15, a Bronze Plague um_p{acenf at the

| back of the Sanctuarny m‘iw‘i says: “In ﬂ!ﬂn@ﬁtfﬁ%ﬁ.’i
 to God for the safe retumn of all men and women (107)
of this church serving their country in World War I1,
we dedicate this tablet” :

1991- On Memorial Day, the Bronze Tf:lgz.fe was
unsealed with a list of persons serving i the Armed
Forces since World War 1L being added and reseafed.

Il 7991- 8 Plague was placed at ife back of the ‘

| Sanctuary honoting the persons of this congregation
who fiave served or are serving in God's Ministry:
CLIFFORD E. BUFLL, WALTER N, FRYE, |
BRADFORD L. LAUSTER, JARED J. RARDIN,
and WILLIAM 9. STARR (additions since 1991:

| 1ACQUELINE D. BISH, NANCY JOINER,
RETNERT and CHRISTOPHER D. HECKERT)

Il cELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF OUR CHURCH BUILDING.  §
e iinn—




MAY BIRTHDAYS
5 Baverly Paulin 21 Dave Gallaher
10 Ellen Willamson 24 Roni Morda

11 George Stubbs 21 Russell Picketlt
12 Karen Ricketts + 27 Martha Anne Bowser

15 Sam Luke 22 Gail Blaney ik
16 Tim Buffane 23 Aryn Ricketts (-]
245 Milly Tarr

16 Janet McKelvey _ N
16 Harry “Pat® Wolfe 26 Jack Scaife (807)

19 Esther Kiss ‘Lﬂ(}, 27 Justin Schraecengost

. @5
ANNIVERSARIES
i & Norm & Donna King {58 years)
© 11 Mark & Christine Porter
16 Eill & Laurie Lemons

18 Bob & Brenda Buzzinotti
- 26 Billy & Julie Heigley

e
Pt
o SRR

Rl
@%Caﬂe Beers was bom March 31, 2009
I'e 7 {pBrenda & Wayne Beers.

N2
:@\a@

We extend our Christian compassion and concern to.
~Marcia (Kevin) Williamson and ey family on the death
of her mothier, Carof Jack who passed away Thursday,
April 9, 2008. Carol was the grandmother of Amanda a7,
~Patrick (f=rin) Bashiine and fis family on the death of
fiis grandmother, Patricia Bashline who passed away on .
Sunday, April 12, 2000, @atricia was the great ., Fpes
grandmother of Ashlynn Moore.

FiyrEn zloes
lent:] . apple trees
baksam trees melons
oak. trees wheat
pomegranztes  olive trees
almonds CIONAMQT

lily of the valley
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liarley cucurmlers
grmans garhe
mistard £rair
millec Cang
rose of Sharon
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"ATivme to Plant. .
The spring of the vear is time to plant gardenc ov tend to other
plants. The list heliww camlains the names of piants that grew =
i Dible tirnes. [ow mamy dovou recognize? Circle the names T‘E‘i bt
from the lst. They mav be found —»-4— ] 4~y  Therewill bz 13 ¢
tatters uncivcled. Wiite them in the spaces balow.

Q /g,p Who is the “Master Gardener”?

-
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ANNUAL LADIES SPRING
BANQUET

Saturday, May 16" at 5:30 PM
In the Covenant Center

Dinner will include; Salad, Lasagna,
Dinner Roll, Vegetable and Dessert

W Adults: $10.95
V' Children 5-12 years: $5.50
' Children under 5: Free

¥ - Entertainment to include:
teechburg Taiko Group

: &

Leechburg Advanced Choir

Deadline for reservations is Sunday, May 10th

Please reserve the folfowing for me:
Name:

Number of Adulfts Number of children

3-12 years

Number- of children under 5 years.

GenTLEMEN® 2ES

ftis that time of year again and your
assistance has been requested at the

ANNUAL LADIES
SPRING BANQUET

to serve and clean up on Saturday, May

16", The meal will be served at 5:30 PM

but weill need you there by.4:15 PM to
help set up tables, chairs, etc..

Please sign up below if you can help. See
Kim Yankasky at church or call her at 724-
762-8328 or the church at 724-548-4312

IfWe - will
be glad to help with the banquet.

Telephone Number ._
Thank you for all your help in the past.



t's time b mark your calendars and start thinking anout the warm deys of summar and the fun of

Yacation Bible Schoot. VBES will be hekl the week of July 13-17" from 9 AM to noon.  This year

wa Wil go on a jungle safari and learn the words and meaning of the Laord's Prayar. While we

learn, we'll havae some jurgle fun, discove- same wild animals that «ve ir the jungle, mzke some

 jungle animal cratts, play sarme wild games, have $amé tasty snacks and learn some fun songs. I
you would be willing ko help wilth VB3, please call or email the church office (724-548-4312),
return this form,. or contact Sue Markey {724-515-1856), Thark you lor your past and fulure help
with this childrer’s pragram. '

(:AMES LEADER - | MUSIC LEADER
GAMES HELPER (3) - MUSIC HELPER
CRAFT HELPER (3) - SNACK HELPER (3)
~. | PRESCHOOL HELPERS (3} GREW LEADER (10)
S T

Name




SUNDAY

WONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY |
-1
BLL CHURCH RETREAT | ALL CHLU3CH RETREAT
L 501 PM e Stvander oG
3 4 B 6 7 a8 3
230 AM Sanday Schoo F30 40 OC Clean F2am | A230 AM JR'S
122030 AM Werghip 6:00 PM Rzinbow Anad ¢ 5:30 PM Salf Culisy 7200 PM Shoir B0 AN OVR-G0 110 AN Shopwe-
Open Howse | 6210 PM iWoman Fab wshin | 1000 AW Weichr Walchers Saemahne-0L
ALL SHURCH BETREAT [ 5:30 PM Trissteas 5:00 Pid Waighet Welchews B0 PM W Swrrender-CC
% 11 12 13 14 15 18
H B PM Wiship [eam 1:00 FM 100 Annfegrean ’
D700 P Erefof Fainbgw | B30 AM 3R's 7:00 PM Chair Tean 5230 PM Lackes Tangued
: i Sanghuary & GG 5:30 PM Gof Dating 100 AN Waight Watghars | 700 P Friday Night Crde-
840 AR Sunday Schoot 00 PM ‘Wemen Fellomship | 2300 PM bWaight Watchers G BV PM Ve Surander-£0C
11:00 ABA Liomnurean 6:00 P AM Vels €G- .
17 18 10 | 20 21 22 23
| G0 AR Sunday Schodl 520 AM 3R'5 :
" 110 A Werghip B30 P Finangs 5:30 PM GofQuting 700 P Crair 1200 PM 3IFT-5C  LAST DAY
. 600 P Christian £4. 730 P Churek: Couach &:00 PM Wamen Fellowship | /8:00 A Weight Wathers RAINBOW S0AD _
. 7iHIPM Youth Plannimg | 7500 PMARG- GG L Aefi) Fad Waight Wartchars 5100 PM Vo Surenger0C
i 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
; 30 AM 3R'S I
§.30 AW Sunday Sehool S PM GofQuing , SO0 PM We Surrander-C0
D 310K AM Wt e &00 PM ‘Womer Fellowship | 200 404 Weigh! Watshers .
i I ll..!i | F00 PIE Wi Walciers
31 {
;30 AM Sunday Schadl
1:00 Al Wirship




